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20 years of data collection on organic agriculture
worldwide: Milestones

Year Milestone
1999 The organizers of the Biofach organic trade fair ask the German Foundation Ecology & Agriculture (SÖL) to compile basic data on 

organic agriculture worldwide.
11 million hectares of organic farmland; 0.2 million producers, 15.2 billion US dollars of retail sales.

2000 The first edition of the yearbook with global organic farming statistics (“Organic Agriculture World-wide”) is published by SÖL in 
collaboration with Biofach and IFOAM – Organics International and presented at the Biofach Fair, then in Frankfurt, Germany. Since 
then, the data have been published annually and are presented at Biofach every year. 

2001 The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL joins as a partner.
2006 For the first time, land use and crop data on organic agriculture are collected.
2007 The World of Organic Agriculture, 2007 edition, is translated into Chinese.
2008 Funding by the Swiss State Secretariat of Economic Affairs (SECO) and the International Trade Centre (ITC) enables FiBL to set up a 

professional database to improve data collection, processing, storage, and analysis.

FiBL sets up the Organic-World.net website.
34.5 million hectares of organic farmland, 1.4 million producers, 50.2 billion US dollars in retail sales (data published in 2010).

2011 The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nation (FAO) includes the FiBL data into its FAOSTAT online database.

2012 The OrganicDataNetwork project starts, funded under the 7th Framework Progamme for Research and Technological Development of 
the European Union. Under this project, the data collection and processing methods are improved and an interactive online database is 
set up. 
Organic and Beyond (China) translates and publishes an excerpt of “The World of Organic Agriculture” (annually since that year).

2013 The “The World of Organic Agriculture” is translated into Korean (also the 2014 edition).
2014 The follow-up project of the SECO-ITC-funded project “Global Information System for Organic Market and Production Data” includes

data collection on Voluntary Sustainability Standards.
2015 The first edition of “The State of Sustainable Markets” with data on 14 Voluntary Sustainability Standards is published by FiBL, ITC and 

the International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD).
2017 69.8 million hectares of organic farmland, 2.9 million producers, 97 billion US dollars in retail sales (data published in 2019).

2018 FiBL launches a dedicated website for the interactive online database – Statistics.FiBL.org.
2019 20th edition of “The World of Organic Agriculture” is launched at Biofach.

Funding by the Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland (Coop Fonds für Nachhaltigkeit).
The 2018 edition of “The World of Organic Agriculture” is translated into Persian.
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The World of Organic Agriculture 
2000-2009
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The World of Organic Agriculture 2010-2019
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Annual presentation of data at BIOFACH since 2000
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1999: Hubert Rottner
and Hagen Sunder initiate
the data collection
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Early 2000s: Data collection system and network set up
2006: Land use and crop data available for the first time 

• Minou Yussefi-Menzler of 
Foundation Ecology & Agriculture
(SÖL)
• Barbara Baraibar, today
Penn State University 



www.fibl.org

2008: SECO/ITC Funding
starts

• Professional Questionnaire
• Professional database
• Website www.organic-

world.net for data download
• Network is expanded
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2003-2006: European Information System for organic
market data
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2012-2014: OrganicDatanNetwork
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OrganicDAtaNetwork team
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2014: Data collection on Voluntary Sustainability
Standards
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Voluntary Sustainability Standards compared (2016)
Source: Lernoud et al. 2018
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Data collection on Voluntary Sustainability Standards



www.fibl.org

2016: Expansion of online database, available on 
Statistics.FiBL.org
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2016: First infographics developed 
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Organic agriculture worldwide 2017
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North  America

3.2 million ha
19‘017 producers

Europe

14.6 million ha
397‘509
producers

Asia

6.1 million ha
1.1 million 
producers

Oceania

35.9 million ha
26‘750 producers

Africa

2.1 million ha
815‘070
producers

Latin America

8.0 million ha
455‘749
producers
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FAO data on organic agriculture
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FAO landuse database
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Eurostat metadata for the Eurostat organic farming
statistics
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Chinese translations
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Persian edition
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The World of Organic Agriculture 2019
www.organic-world.net

• The 20th edition of ‚The World 
of Organic Agriculture, was 
published by FiBL and IFOAM –
Organics International in 
February 2019.

• Data tables and graphs
• Country and continent reports
• Articles about the global 

market, standards, policy 
support

• Get your copy at the FiBL 
Stand in Hall 1/553 or the 
stand of IFOAM - Organics 
International (1/451)

• www.organic-world.net
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Special in the 2019 edition: Milestones of organic 
agriculture 

• “The World of Organic Agriculture”
• Milestones of the Organic Cotton 

Sector
• Milestones of the Global Organic 

Market
• Milestones of Public Standards and 

Legislation
• Milestones of the Work of IFOAM –

Organics International to Promote 
and Support PGS

• Milestones of Policies Supporting 
the Organic Sector

• Milestones of IFOAM – Organics 
International

• The IFOAM Organic World 
Congresses

• Milestones of Organic Agriculture in 
Africa

• Milestones of Organic Agriculture in 
Asia

• Milestones of Organic Agriculture in 
Europe

• Milestones of Organic Agriculture in the 
Mediterranean

• Milestones of Organic Agriculture and 
Agroecology in Latin America and the 
Caribbean

• Milestones of the Organic Sector in the 
United States

• Milestones of the Organic Sector in 
Canada

• Milestones of the History of Organics in 
Australia

• Milestones of the Development of 
Organics in the Pacific Islands
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• Swiss State Secretariat of 
Economic Affairs SECO

• International Trade Centre ITC

• Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland

• Nürnberg Messe, the organizers of the 
BioFach World  Organic Trade Fair

• 200 experts from all parts of the world contributed to the FiBL survey 2019.
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Thank you very much for 
your attention!
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Background 

17. Februar 2019 29



www.fibl.org

Background:  FiBL’s data collection on organic agriculture in 
Europe

• Annually, the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL collects data 
on key indicators of organic agriculture in European Union such as area, 
production and trade data among national data sources (for trade data) 
and Eurostat (for area, production and operator data; Eurostat 2018) 
among a vast network of data providers. 

• Data are compiled in a MySQL database, and quality checks are carried 
out following the ORMACODE of the EU-funded OrganicDataNetwork 
(OrganicDataNetwork et al 2014), much of which is based on Eurostat’s 
Statistics Code of Practice (Eurostat 2011). 

• Checks include the comparison against the previous year, the 
neighbouring countries, and the overall total. In case of inconsistencies, 
data providers are asked for clarification. 

• FiBL publishes the data annually in collaboration with IFOAM - Organics 
International in a statistical yearbook (Willer & Lernoud 2019).

• More information: www.organic-world.net 
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Benefits of the global data collection

• Important tool for stakeholders, policymakers, authorities, and the 
industry, as well as for researchers and extension professionals.

• Useful for development programs and supporting strategies for 
organic agriculture and markets, and crucial for monitoring the 
impact of these activities. 

• Contribution to the transparency in the organic sector
• Shows the contribution of organic agriculture to the Sustainable 

Development Goals set by the United Nations. 
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Contact

Dr. Helga Willer
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
Ackerstrasse 113
5070 Frick
helga.willer@fibl.org
www.fibl.org
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