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Organic agriculture in Sweden

Sweden is one of the “most organic” country in the world with around 16.9% of agricultural
land in organic production (2015)' and 8.7% organic shares of the market (2016)3. There have
been research programmes directed towards organic farming since 1992.
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Farming and market R
* Most common organic crops (2015): 52

ley (around 200.000 ha), cereals (85.000 ha), legumes

11.500 ha), oil seeds (4.600 ha) and potatoes (1.200 ha).2 Rl :

( .a), oil seeds ( a) and potatoes ( a) *‘“‘iﬁﬂ%g 7 Receach 2
2 zn'mzlz (l)r;/orgfam;lp rod;ctr:on (2?;?/): S = Most agricultural research is carried out at SLU but relevant '..:5_

1;/ounf o ; Oh'Ci 2y dSQS/ep,f o ¥ iymg o research also at several other universities and at RISE (Swedish ‘

DOl ] 2pRLTCRIZ S, Research Institutes). Field trials and demonstration projects are
= Fast market development last years, reaching 8.7 organic also runned by agricultural colleges and societies.
3

SRR 20T, = EPOK — Centre for Organic Food and Farming at the Swedish

= National goals for organic recently set up by the govern- University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) works with collabora-
| ment: 30% of the agricultural land and 60% of public food tion, coordination and information on organic agriculture
procurements organic by 2030.% research (www.slu.se/epok).

G P e i PRt e SRR = Main research funders:
S S e e _ s P el g st The Research Council Formas, SLU EkoForsk and the Swedish
e S M L T oA i ‘ | A Board of Agriculture have had targeted calls for organic produc-
tion research. Swedish Farmers’ Foundation for Agricultural
Research and Ekhaga Foundation do also finance organic
research. Total amount around 40 million SEK/year.

= Most of around 60 ongoing projects® concern subjects within
e.g. ecology and plant protection of organic cropping systems,

turnover and recycling of plant nutrients and optimization of ani-

mal production systems.

Problems and challenges

= More conversion to organic needed to provide the growing

market with Swedish organic produce. SR
* Large-scale recirculation of nutrients and sustainable long- e R
term plant nutrient supply. P 34 RS
= Plant protection, especially for fruit and vegetables. : PN P
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= Increased cultivation of protein crops for feed and food. = A
fere ,. Y ,:.D . ,
| References : —
M Willer, H. & Lernoud, J. (Eds.) 2017. The World of Organic Agriculture. Statistics and Emerging Trends FIBL & IFOAM — Organlcs Internatlonal Frick and Bonn. : g te’
/i © 2 Jordbruksverket. 20186..Jordbruksstatistisk sammanstallning 2016. 3 § ¢ T
&/ °Ekoweb. 2017, Ekologlsk Tivsmedelsmarknad. Rapport om den ekologiska branschen sammanstalld av Ekoweb nu 26 januari 2017. - . | Wa‘c;r ¥
% “Regeringen 2017. En livsmedelsstrategi fér Sverige = fler jobb och hallbar tillvéaxt i hela landet. Regeringens handlingsplan. Regeringskansliet Naringsdepartementet. X e N || S e 1o
¢ = °SLU. 2015. Swedish Research on Organlc Food and Farmlng 2008-2015. Updated version — November 2015. A ; = - .
t- - ‘* . e . o .:-.: :‘*&_“:

=i -  — ‘..

- -

- #

¥
-
<l
-

‘1.'-

v
'

il
.



