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» Functional agrobiodiversity (FAB) ensures &
benefits ecosystem services like biological control of
pests and pathogens, soil conservation or pollination
In fruit growing.

» Growers are In the position to influence the
maintenance of FAB In their orchards by suitable
management technigues.

» Research and advisory services develop innovative
methods, guidelines and recommendations on how to
manage FAB.

» Growers evaluate FAB- techniques for their feasibility
and value under real practical conditions.

A key element for
any future progress Is

easy communication
between stakeholders to share
practical knowledge and to learn
from each other.

For this purpose, the
Internet-platform EBIO-Network
has been created under the
umbrella of the Core-Organic Plus
project EcoOrchard to connect
stakeholders Iin Europe.
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EBIO-Network
European Biodiversity Orchards Network
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Biodiversity in the European agricultural landscape is decreasing due to extensive land use, fragmentation,
monocultures and species loss. Orchards are landscape-dominating perennial agroecosystems and their
management impacts species abundance and diversity at large spatial scale. Thus fruit-growers can actively
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A project run by CORE Organic Plus:

actively created by orchard management.

he EBIO-Network has been established as a tool for connecting European fruit growers with stakeholders
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Depending cn the agroecosystem, Functional (Agro-)Bicdiversity (FAE) consists of different components arcund the particular How can | create FAB?
crop. These elements can run along a trophic cascade, but may be also other parts of the crop system. At the first trophic level,
- ) . . ) ) ) . . ) How can | assess FAB?
crop diversity allows the selection of cultivars resistant to pests and diseases and adapted to particular scil and climate

conditions. Secondary plants in the systemn suppert natural enemies providing shelter and food and may improve soil

| |
concditons. Alternative prey can sustain populations of natural enemies when target pests are scarce. Pollinators like wild bees >
and many fly families need continucus rescurces of flowering plants in their habitat for nutrition. Extensively managed sites in
the orchard (old trees, stones, sand walls) are home of many beneficials. |

The fruit grower can actively manage these different trophic levels of FAE in the orchard. The society shall support these
ith real appreciation.

|
EE|C-Metweork offers a compilation of methodeology how to create FAB in orchard systems and also how to assess/monitor FAB
after application of these measures. Mew knowledge and experiences are highly welcome and can be communicated to the o I O n I I u e
EBIO-Network via “Get connected” HE B BN c | TI
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General Methodology the registration tool at
http://ebionetwork.jki.bund.de

m Seed mixtures

® Database on flowers

® Database on beneficials

® Link to external Cultivar database

m Pollination
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