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The Foodprint - research programme aims to harmonise calculation methods and communication of

footprints in the Finnish food sector taking care that international developments and best practices

are taken into account. Some of the most challenging issues in the methodology development are

described in this paper. These issues are critical as they affect comparability and the magnitude of

LCA studies’ results, and because international standards does not give adequate guidance on them.

Present data quality requirements and plain division of data to primary and secondary are seen

insufficient. Therefore, in the proposed methodology more detailed requirements shall be given

separately for each life cycle phase. Instructions will be given whether data shall be collected directly

from a supply chain, or gathered from national statistics, databases etc., and which are adequate

data sources. The intention is to harmonise the data requirements from agricultural phase and the

fairly comprehensive data, which is already collected by primary producers for other purposes in

Finland. Work is underway to develop general principles for choosing appropriate allocation methods

for situations where it is not feasible to avoid allocation (e.g. through system expansion). Some

examples of allocation situations and comparisons of allocation methods are going to be further

explored in R&D projects of the food industry. Different methods to calculate land-use impacts, such

as carbon storage, sequestration, soil carbon change and land conversion, have been compared.

Most methods are currently very rough and large methodological differences were found. New

emission factors are also introduced. For example, to reflect the national conditions better, it is

planned to use measured average values for cereals and grass in estimating the emissions of N2O

associated with cultivation. According to the emission measurements made in Finland, the average

emission rate of cereals shall be about twice as large as IPCC defaults.
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