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The present paper summarises the fourth year’s results of the livestock subproject of QualityLowInputFood. At the same time, it introduces and contributes to the discussion on how organic farming systems are being evaluated: by their design (input) or by their performance (output). The QLIF results are presented in the latter form: they reflect the ‘performance’ of a system following management or housing changes. They include a statement that management and herbal treatments against endoparasites in pigs and poultry are less effective then hypothesised, but may be used as part of a tailor made protocol. Studies in this subproject also concluded that inclusion of fructooligossacharides in pig diets may have benefits against Oesophagostomum ssp. Considerable progress has been made on the inclusion of probiotics for weaner pigs. Lab studies suggest there may be benefits for pig health, but implementation on pig farms is not satisfactory yet. In dairy farming, calves reared with their mother have the potential to grow fast and no negative effect of suckling on the somatic cell count or a negative impact on animal health status were observed. The weaning process requires further attention in this work. Finally, milk and milk protein yields can be significantly improved by feeding red clover silage as 1:1 mix with maize silage, but the efficiency of utilisation of forage N was reduced when diets contained more than 10% red clover silage. Although the outcomes of research are presented in terms of performance of the system, their ‘back translation’ into design parameters is often required to make general application possible. The discussion during the workshop will centre around the pitfalls and merits of both types of parameters for e.g. legislative, marketing, certification and management decision purposes.     
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